WRITING RESPONSE PARAGRAPHS

Response questions of your Course Book (Global Outlook 2)  consist mainly of two  types:

1-Direct questions such as “What forms of consumerism pose great threat to the health of the planet?” (page 48)

2-Writing prompts which are different from direct questions in a sense that they are designed to help students come up with their own writing topic.  ( “If you were advising someone on how to live their life would you recommend frugality?” -- Page 48)

 There are three key features of responding either to direct questions or writing prompts:

1- PARAPHRASING  
- using synonyms

- using different word forms

- using different sentence structures
- dividing long, complex sentences into shorter ones

- making abstract ideas more concrete

2- SUMMARIZING   
- leaving out specific examples, explanations 

                                
- including topic sentences and major supporting sentences

3- MAKING INFERENCES  
- being able to grasp the figurative /connotative meanings of the words

                                
- recognizing ambiguity
SAMPLE OUTLINE OF A TWO- PARAGRAPH RESPONSE

PARAGRAPH 1:  It should give the title / author  and a brief summary of the text 
                                        in order to refresh the reader’s  memory. 

PARAGRAPH 2: Your thesis (= opinion / response / claim) should agree and/or disagree, evaluate, find something  interesting  / alarming / disturbing / provoking 
Plagiarism is copying exactly or paraphrasing someone else’s writing without citing (or naming) the original writer. In your college work you must be careful to cite anyone whose ideas you use. Otherwise you may be accused of plagiarism. There are many different ways to cite the originator of an idea. When you summarize you can use the following kinds of phrases to indicate the source of your idea:

· According to the author/writer ….

· The author (or, the author’s name) believes/thinks/claims/maintains/states/says that …
· In (the author’s name) opinion, ……

· The author’s main idea is…….
ORGANIZING YOUR RESPONSE PARAGRAPHS
   PARAGRAPH 1:  SUMMARY OF THE TEXT
	Sentence 1:
	This sentence should give the title, author, (and publication) you read.

e.g. In her essay ‘Friends, Good Friends – And Such Good Friends,’ Judith Viorst 
writes/maintains that…………….

	Sentence 2, 3, 4, 5:
	These sentences give a brief summary of what you read.
e.g. In Viorst’s opinion……

       Viorst believes/thinks/claims/maintains/states/says that …


PARAGRAPH 2:  YOUR OPINION (RESPONSE/REACTION) ABOUT THE TEXT
	Sentence 1: 
(Topic Sentence)
	This sentence is your topic sentence. You agree, disagree, identify, 
or evaluate. 

e.g. Like Viorst I think……..

I (do not)agree that/with……

I (firmly/strongly/definitely) believe/think/feel that …..

It seems / appears to me…..


In my opinion / view...

To my mind / To my way of thinking,....

	Sentence 2, 3, 4, 5:
  (Supporting     

   sentences)
	Support your topic sentence by giving your reasons/explanations/ examples…
detail -- example --quotation --detail -- example -- quotation -- detail – 
example -- quotation -- detail -- example –quotation
Use the following expressions

e.g. Because /The main reason for this / For this reason / A good quote is / In addition, /
For example/for instance, / One / A clear/striking/typical example of (this)/ /Moreover, /Also,
 / However, /



	Sentence 6:
  (Concluding    

    sentence)
	Summary Sentence
e.g. Consequently/Finally/In conclusion…….


EXTRA INFORMATION AND EXAMPLES ON PARAPHRASING, SUMMARIZING, AND WRITING A RESPONSE PARAGRAPH

1- PARAPHRASING  
- using synonyms

- using different word forms

- using different sentence structures

- dividing long, complex sentences into shorter ones

- making abstract ideas more concrete

Examine the following paraphrases:

1. Original Sentence:

One of the complex tasks facing the EFL (English as a foreign language) reading teacher is the selection of appropriate reading passages.

Modified sentence:

Choosing suitable reading texts is among the difficult tasks that the EFL reading teacher faces. 

2. Original Sentence:

When the topic of a passage is not of interest to students, their motivation to read is substantially lessened. 

Modified sentence:

Students’ motivation to read decreases considerably when the subject of a reading text is not interesting for them. 

3. Original Sentence:

The creation of an overall design of a computer program for foreign language learning is the duty of a professional language pedagogue; whereas the implementation of the design of such a program is generally the responsibility of the high-level computer programmer. 

Modified sentence:

The language teacher designs or develops the language learning software, and the computer programmer writes the entire program. 

ÖZ, H. (2000). Research Techniques in ELT. Ankara : Şafak Matbaacılık. 
2- SUMMARIZING   - leaving out specific examples, explanations 

                                 - including topic sentences and major supporting sentences

While summarizing, you can make use of the following questions to help you determine what to include in your writing:

*In this part, we are going to handle the questions according to the reading text “Piracy in the Music Industry”.
1. What is the title of the text and who is the author? 

· The title of the text is “Piracy in the Music Industry”, and we do not know the author. The language structure you would use in such a situation would be ‘passive voice’. 

e.g.:  It is stated in the text “Piracy in the Music Industry” that….,

· If we knew the author’s name, then we would use active sentence structure.

e.g.: In her article “Consumer Lifestyle”, Elisabeth Malkin from Business Week argues that….

(Global Outlook 2, p.34)
2. What are the key points stated in the text?
A suggested list of key points may read as follows: 

-  what piracy is (the 1st paragraph)

-  when piracy started and how it has become a threat to the music industry (the 1st paragraph)

- how piracy has become increasingly widespread especially in Africa and other developing regions of the world (the 2nd paragraph)

- the expenses of a record company vs. the expenses of pirates (the 3rd paragraph)

- how quick and easy it is to download music and how CD piracy has become a lucrative business (the 4th paragraph)

- the arguments of the ones in the music industry (the 5th paragraph)

- what has been done by the anti-piracy organizations to stop piracy (the 6th paragraph)

- the arguments of enthusiasts of MP3 technology (the 7th and the 8th paragraphs)

3. Which points are the most important and most relevant ones? = What is the main idea?

The most important point in the text “Piracy in the Music Industry” can be the part in which the different arguments of the enthusiasts of MP3 and the ones in the music industry are handled. This part provides you with an opportunity to express your own opinions on their arguments. 
Depending on the hints given above, now we can write a summary paragraph. We can make use of the brief paragraph given in the “Getting the Main Idea” part on page 98 in Global Outlook 2 to write our own summary paragraph. After examining the paragraph, decide what to add and/or omit, what to change (in terms of paraphrasing), and how to develop a good summary paragraph.

Piracy has affected the music industry for many years. Sound recording piracy of cassette tapes has become increasingly widespread in developing regions of the world, while piracy on the Internet has become a serious threat in developed regions of the world. The music industry claims that the MP3 format is illegal and is destroying the recording industry. Enthusiasts of this digital technology claim they have the right to use it and that the industry is over-inflating the price of retail CDs. 

Some Dont’s to Remember When Paraphrasing and Summarizing
· Don’t misread the original text.

· Don’t include too much irrelevant information of the original source.

· Don’t leave out important, very relevant information.

· Don’t add your opinion.

· Don’t substitute inappropriate synonyms.

· Don’t expand or narrow the meaning.

3- WRITING A RESPONSE PARAGRAPH

While writing a response paragraph, you can make use of the following questions to help you determine what to include in your writing:

1. What is the purpose and the tone of the author?
The purpose and the tone of the author are important for you to determine what and/or who to respond to. In the text “Piracy in the Music Industry”, the author’s purpose is to inform the reader about piracy in the music industry. The author tries to inform the reader in an objective tone by stating both what the MP3 users and pirates argue and do, and what the ones in the music industry argue and do. In such a situation you cannot respond to the author’s opinions because the author does not include her/his own ideas in the text; instead, s/he tries to give a voice to the two different sides of the issue. Therefore, your response can either be to the arguments of MP3 users or the ones in the music industry. 

If the purpose of the author was to persuade the reader to stand against piracy, then you would respond to the ideas and the arguments of the author herself/himself. You would say “I strongly believe that the author is right in his arguments…” or “I do not agree with the author…”, etc. 

2. Which point in the text do I want to respond to?

In a text, there can be a collection of arguments and various ideas. What you need to do is to decide which point you want to respond to. In the text “Piracy in the Music Industry” you can write your own opinions on the arguments of MP3 users and pirates or on the arguments of the ones in the music industry. 

3. What is my thesis statement?

Here you need to take a stand. You need to decide which arguments stated in the text you support and/or oppose. For the text “Piracy in the Music Industry”, if you want to support MP3 users, then you should have a thesis statement in which you give your own opinion in a brief sentence. You should have supporting statements to make your thesis stronger, and examples, evidence, etc. to make your point(s) clearer.  
4. What can be the best conclusion for my response paragraph?

You need a concluding sentence in which you restate the points you have argued so far in a very brief manner. To stand as a “the end” sentence, you can make a final comment, bring about a suggestion, or call for action. In the text “Piracy in the Music Industry”, the concluding sentences can stand as an example for a final comment: 

The forces on each side are determined to fight for what they believe are their rights. Only time will tell which side wins. 

5. What can be the best title for my writing? 
When the writing task is completed, it’s time to decide on a proper title. Do not simply repeat the title of the text you have handled. Instead, write your own title which best reflects your writing. 

