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A sentence should contain no unnecessary words. In 
scientific manuscripts, precise writing is especially important 
because of the emphasis on conveying quantitative 
information efficiently. 
 
In reporting and recording research, try to be as accurate and 
precise in describing as in conducting the research. 
 
Following is a list of words and expressions that are useless 
or incorrect in scientific writing, with suggested alternatives.  
 
This is not a complete list but contains some of the most 
troublesome words most frequently found in scientific 
manuscripts. 
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To ensure accuracy and preciseness in your writing: 
 
• Use an English spelling checker 
 
• Make sure you use words according to the precise 
meaning understood by the average person. 
 
• Ideally, check whether every word could be deleted or 
replaced by a better one. 
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Thank you… 
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